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Our periodic visits to small communities take you to Roslere, near the Kewaunee-Door County line 


Rosiere: 

Cards, Fun, Work 


By KEN BEHREND 

Pre»» -OozeMe Photographer 

Rosiere — What's in a name? 

Try shouting quoa. Louder — QUOA. 
Once more — COOYAH, like in boovah. 

Now if the farming populace can shelve 
the routine and the tube isn’t sapping the 
AC, the vibrations from those Tarzan-like 
cries into the countryside at Rosiere in 
Kewaunee County should produce a 
stampede of eager card buffs scurrying 
for St. Hubert’s Church basement. 

If for no other reason, this game of 
cards is an excuse to get together and 
party, said the Rev. Simon C. Becker, who 
apparently enjoys his parishioners, whom 
hp described as hospitable with a love for 
parties. 

This area east of Highway 57 on County 
Highway X was settled in 1856 and has 
been served by St. Hubert Catholic 
Church since 186*2. Last April marked the 
100th anniversary of the present church. 

The kermis, a harvest custom brought 
here by early Belgian settlers, is an an¬ 
nual celebration that is eagerly awaited. 
For many years, too, a brass band added 
zing to the merriment. 

All is not fun and games, however, and 


the duty of a cheesemaker demands an 
exception to the 40-hour work week. Nor¬ 
man and Dorothy Vlies have a seven-day a 
week job that requires about 14 hours a 
day and involves the whole family plus an 
extra hand. "AH six kids are busy on 
weekends and when they’re not in 
school,” said Norman, who is known by 
his friends as "Moose." He has been in 
the business for 30 years. 

The familiar high-rise building with the 
checkerboard paint job remains the most 
active trading center in Rosiere. Harvey 
LeMense built the feed mill in 1947 after 
teaching in the rural school system for 
seven years. Mrs. LaMense, the former 
Grace LeGrave, also taught the kiddies 
and is active in the Peninsula Belgian 
American Club. 

The Rubens family was among the early 
settlers that was instrumental in the 
community’s growth. Other familiar 
names include Delwiche, LeGrave, Gil¬ 
son, DeGuelle, Massart, Meunier, to 
name a few. 

Until his death early this year, Elmer 
Rubens operated a poultry farm for about 
50 years. The Rubens family also man¬ 
aged a general store, tavern and a dance 


hall and also managed the cheese factory. 
The tavern is presently run by Libby and 
Emma Rubens although the business is 
seldom open before middle afternoon. 
This, too, seems the rule at Larry and 
Judy LeRoy's Bar. 

Those tiny buildings that appear isolat¬ 
ed and alone near the roadside are 
chapels. Joe Naze said his chapel was 
inspired by his mother after lightning 
nearly struck their house when he was a 
child. It is called Saint Dominic, patron of 
lightning and was a place for daily 
prayer. 

For only a short time the community 
had a post office. LeMense said he has 
seen an old letter that was postmarked 
Rosiere, but could not recall the date. 

It is a wonder how many motorists 
travel from one county into another and 
still another without really knowing what 
county they’re in at a particular moment. 
Traveling the blacktop through Rosiere 
can be even more confusing, depending on 
the direction you’re going. 

If you’re headed east your right hand 
will point to Kewaunee County while your 
left will be aimed at Door County. 



Peaceful — The Rev. Simon C. Becker 
relaxes between duties as pastor of St. 
Hubert’s Church. He describes his pari¬ 
shioners as hospitable, with a love for 
parties. • 



Familiar — Among the familiar names 
in the Rosiere area is LeGrave. This is 
David, performing a familiar task in the 
small community, which is east of Highway 
57. 



Family Affair — Norman and Dorothy 
Vlies join their six children in working long 
hours at their cheese factory in Rosiere. 
Roddie and Randy are at the far left. The 


family helps prove that though there’s fun 
and games in the small community, there’s 
lots of hard work, too. 

(P-G Photos by Ken Behrend) 



Keeping ’Em Happy — Harvey and 
Grace LeMense tend to their bird house. 
Both are former teachers, but Harvey built 


Rosiere’s “high-rise building with the 
checkerboard paint job,” the feed mill, in 
1947 after seven years in the schoolhouse. 



Business and Pleasure — The feed mill at Rosiere is one 
of the spots where you do business, and find time to chat a 


bit. Manager Arnold Cornette waits on Cory Delwiche and 
his grandfather, Gilbert Vandertie of Duval. 




Roadside Chapel — Joe 

Naze takes care of his roadside 
chapel, which is called Saint 
Dominic. It was named after the 


patron saint of lightning after 
lightning nearly struck the 
family home while Joe was a 
youngster. 














